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Save
the
Date!

Providence Connections’ 2009

Backyard Barbeq

Friday, June 26, 2009
6:15 p.m.

John Heinz History Center
12 Smallman Street
Pittsburgh, PA 15222

For tickets or more information,
call 412.766.3860.

All proceeds from the 2009 Backyard
Barbeque will benefit the many diverse
programs and services provided by
Providence Connections’ ministries.
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Join us for dinner, drinks and lots of
fun at the first barbeque of the summer!

Individual tickets: $75
Picnic Table for 8: $550

Event tickets include free admission to
History Museum exhibits from 4:30-6 p.m.

2009 Backyard Barbeque Raffle
Tickets Now Available!

First Prize: A pair of tickets for seven Steelers’
home games and one preseason game
Cost: $5/ticket or $20/book of tickets

Call 412.766.3860
to purchase your tickets today!
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Expanded Adult Education

Initiative Produces

Positive Results

Life Skills for Today courses

increase participants’ self-sufficiency

and enhance their quality of life.

“I've learned how to talk to my kids in a
calm voice,” wrote one grateful mother.
“| learned ways to help my kids with
homework without fighting with them,”
commented another parent. Still another
noted, “I learned how to keep all my
receipts so | know where my money
goes.” All of these parents—and many
more—attended Providence Family

Support Center’s Life Skills for Today
courses over the past six months where
they covered topics such as “How to Help
Your Child Succeed in School] “Living
Better with Less’ “Driver’s Education; and

‘Anger Management: continued on page 5
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Message from Sister Carolyn
Dear Friends,

On December 16, | was privileged to be with the parents of
our children as they received their Gifts of Providence.
Parents—most of whom are single mothers, some barely
out of their teens—were invited to come to Providence Family
Support (PFSC) center to choose three Christmas gifts for
each of their children. Gifts and gift cards valued at $15,000
were donated by Assumption Parish, Bellevue; LaRoche
College; Providence Heights Alpha School; St. Mary Parish,
Glenshaw; Saints John and Paul Parish, Franklin Park; St Paul
Cathedral Parish, Oakland, and many local individuals.

Noticing that some parents seemed a bit uncomfortable, | spoke with each of them, trying
to put them at ease. Then, along with Tish Donze, director of PFSC, | accompanied the
parents as they looked for just the right gifts for each of their children.

It was a festive time, and the parents’ excitement was clearly visible as they looked at all the
wonderful possibilities. Many were thrilled to find the specific gifts their children wanted.
Refreshments were served both evenings, and baskets of small gifts to be used as stocking
stuffers were available along with gift wrap.

With their bags filled with the kindness of others, the parents thanked us for making them
feel comfortable and for the gifts that they received.

| was touched and humbled by this experience. My spirit overflows with gratitude for each
of our families and for the generous individuals and organizations who gave from their
abundance. This was truly a Providence moment, both in the receiving and the giving,
living out our mission of strengthening families and enriching lives.

| don’'t know if you have any idea how much your support means to us. In these difficult
economic times, every dollar or in-kind gift and every volunteer hour is put to good use.
Thank you for the many ways in which you have supported Providence Connections
during the 2007-08 year. You are such a blessing to us!

In Providence,
,/ @I/WZ]% J/fmﬂ/ CDP
(

Sr. Carolyn Winschel, CDP, PhD
Executive Director

Gifts of Providence Given
and Received

In all, more than $15,000 worth of gifts and

gift cards were donated to Providence
Connections. These donations enabled the
agency to provide up to three gifts per child
to 88 families with 210 children. In addition, PFSC gave all 89 children attending
the Child Care and After School Programs a gift, and each adolescent in the Teen
Program received a $25 gift card. Most families also received a gift card for needed
household items. g
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Financial Highlights July 2007 — June 2008

Providence Connections Inc. was established in 1994 as the parent corporation for the ministries of the Sisters of Divine Providence.
Today, the programs administered by Providence Connections include: Providence Family Support Center, an outreach ministry that
serves children and families living on the North Side of the City of Pittsburgh and Amelia House, a SAFE House located in Clarion
County that provides shelter and support services for women and children who are victims of domestic violence. In fiscal year 2008,
Providence Connections’ ministries provided services to over 252 families and 405 children.
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Divine Providence Foundation
Other Foundations

21.4%
Government Funding
Government Funded Tuition
Tuition & Client Contribution 24 6%
Corp. Memorial Bequest Income
Contribution & Fundraisers

Investment & Rental Income 10.2%
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In-Kind & Volunteer Income
Combined Revenue $1,887,148

5.8% i

17.3%
Program
Mgmt & General
Fundraising
Combined Expenses $1,667,210

PCl Supports the
Pittsburgh Steelers

On Friday, February 6, Providence Connections’ staff held a
pep rally to help cheer the Pittsburgh Steelers on to their sixth
Super Bowl victory! All of the children who attend

Providence Family Support Center were
encouraged to wear black and gold

and join in the chants, cheers and spirit
of this momentous occasion. The children
also received Terrible Towels courtesy

of Quest Fore.
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Thank You to Our Donors

Providence Connections is the grateful recipient of thousands of generous contributions.
Each contribution helps to ensure that the vital work of the agency and its ministries is sustained. With
gratitude, we acknowledge the following contributions made and services provided between
July 1,2007 and June 30, 2008.

Corporate/Foundation/

Organization Donors

Acclamation Systems, Inc.

Allegheny County Medical
Society

AMCOM Office Systems

Bennett Supply Company

BNY Mellon Wealth

Management

Buchanan-Ingersoll &
Rooney PC

Conrad N. Hilton Fund
for Sisters

County of Allegheny
General Fund

Desmone & Associates

Divine Providence
Foundation

Duquesne Light

Ebix, Inc.

Frick Art & Historical Center

Hanlon Electric Company

Highmark Blue Cross
Blue Shield

Junior League of
Pittsburgh, Inc.

Kathryn J. Dinardo Fund

Operation Good Neighbor
Foundation

Parkvale Bank

Penn Brewery

PNC Charitable Trust

R.K.Mellon Foundation

Reed Smith LLP

Saint Ferdinand’s
Women’s Club

Sarah Heinz House

Sisters of St.Joseph Children
and Families in Need Fund

Snee-Reinhardt Charitable
Foundation

Strategic Energy LLC

The Fragasso Group, Inc.

The Grable Foundation

TJ&S

UnitedHealthcare Services, Inc.

Vernon C. & Alvina B.
Neal Fund

William V. & Catherine A.
McKinney Charitable
Foundation

Yanni Family Fund for
Charitable Giving

Yanni Partners

Individual Donors

Mr. Chris Abele

Mr. James Alexander
Ms. Rita Allan

Ms. Elise Allston

Ms. JackienAngle
Anonymous

Ms. Esther Arn

Ms. Bernice Bastin

Sr. Mary Jane Beatty
Ms. Gingi Beitler

Sr. Marilyn Bergt

Mr. & Mrs. Rocco Bianco
Mr. Bernie Bileck

Dr. & Mrs. Arthur Bittner
Mr. & Mrs. Barry Boice
Ms. Peggy Bond

Mr. Walter Bonner

Mrs. June Boyd

Ms. Mary Boyle

Mr. & Mrs. Richard Brady
Ms. Gay Brocke

Mr. John Butchko

Mr. Ralph Celender
Mrs. Betty Clogan

Mr.ThomasClogan

Rev. & Mrs. Andrew Cooper

Ms. Christine Daeschner

Ms. Teresa DeLuca

Sr.Sandra DeNardis

Mr. Michael Doherty

Sr. Donna Marie Dorfner

Mr. & Mrs. Clifford Dunn

Mr. & Mrs. John Eichenlaub

Mrs. Jean Feid

Mr. Joseph Fest

Mrs. Jennie Fest

Ms. M. Judith Fest

Mr. Richard Fest

Ms. Frances Filberg

Ms. Patricia Flanagan

Mr. Michael Flinn

Mr. Lawrence Flowers

Ms. Barbara Fritz

Ms. Mary Gallek

Mrs. Grace Ghoshhajra

Dr. Kalyanmay Ghoshhajra

Ms. Linda Giannini

Mr. & Mrs. Ralph Gilbert

Dr. Paula Gilchrist

Mr. & Mrs.Robert Gleyze

Mr.Bernard Grant

Ms. Elise Hamilton

Ms. Teresa Harris

Ms. Teresa Hegeman

Ms. Joan Heinz

Mr. Johnathan Hicks

Ms. Dolores Jarrell

Mr.Igor Jourin

Mr. Brian Karlovich

Mrs. Joelle Karlovich

Mr. George Keiser

Mr. Robert King

Ms. Candis Kinkus

Ms. Ruth Kolb

Dr. Kathleen Kulisek

Ms. Kimberly Lackatos

Ms. Rosemarie Lang

Ms. Kimberly Laser

Mr. Ronald & Mrs. Patricia
Liston

Mr. James Ludwiczak

Sr.Maura Luffy

Dana Mack

Mr. Dana Mason

Mrs. Judy Masucci

Mr. Mark MccCall

Ms. Mary Anne McCarthy

Mrs. Rosemary McCarthy

Mr. Richard McCarthy

Ms. Carol McClain

Ms. Marlene McClain

Ms. Jane McClure

Ms. Gertrude McCrum

Mr. Carl McCurley

Mr. & Mrs. Kevin McKeegan

The McGrady Family

Mr. Erik Meyer

Mr. Michael Miller

Ms. Audrey Miller

Ms. Linda Miller

Mr. Jonathan Minden

Ms. Francesmary Modugno

Mr. Albert Molnar

Ms. Judith Montgomery

Ms. Brieayelle Moore

Mr. & Mrs. Harry Mosser

Mrs. Helen Moyher

Ms. Karen Nagy

Ms. Carol Neifert

Dr.& Mrs. Mark Nelson

Dr. Harry Null

Mr. Robert Ott

Mr.Robert Outten

Mr. & Mrs.Richard Pahler
Ms. Alberta Petruzzi

Ms. Eleanore Rathke
Honorable Luke Ravenstahl
Ms. Laurie Reich

Ms. Janette Reynolds
Mrs. Mary Clare Reynolds
Mr. Jack Riley

Ms. Ruth Rittler

Ms. Leah Ross

Ms. Colleen Ruefle

Mr. & Mrs. Glenn Sawicki
Mr. Scott Saxon

Mrs. Colleen Saxon

Mrs. Kimberly Schattauer
Mr. John Schmidt

Ms. Patricia Schneider
Ms. Kathleen Schurer

Ms. Theresa Scotti

Mrs. Maxine Senge

Ms. Helen Sereno
Mr.Thomas Sheehan
Sr.Rose Michelle Sieber
Ms. Anna Smetana

Mr. William Smith

Mr. Dan Solenday

Mr. & Mrs.Thomas Spann
Ms. Eileen Townsend
Mrs. Joyce Traina

Mrs. Cheryl Trischler

Mr. Gilbert Tygart

Mrs. Danielle Uselman
Ms. Shirley Vaday

Mr. Charles Vargo

Ms. Suzanne Vertosick
Mr. & Mrs. Frank Vertosick
Mr. Frank Wakely

Ms. Shirley Warner

Ms. Margaret Weber

Mr. & Mrs. George Weis
Ms. Barbara Wessol

Mr. & Mrs. Charles Winschel
Mr. John Winschel

Mrs. Irene Wise

Sr.Rita Yeasted

Mr. George Zaffuto

In-Kind Donors

Mrs. Mary Beth Alexander
Mr. James Alexander
Anonymous

Assumption Church
Karen Bedellion

Bellevue Elementary School
Ms. Peggy Bent

Bethany House

Mr. Bernie Bileck

Ms. Peggy Bond

Mr. & Mrs. Richard Brady
Roberta Byrd

Mr. Lloyd Calhoun

Jason and Molly Carney
Mr. Paul Carro

Christ’s Child Society
Mr.Wayne Chung

Ms. Janet Dale

Betty Delisio

Mr. James Delligatti

Ms. Teresa DeLuca

Sr. Sandra DeNardis

Rita DePiero

Mrs. Lisa Dietrich

Divine Providence Academy
Alumna Association

Ms. Deshilee Dobson
Sr.Donna Marie Dorfner
Mrs. Shirley Dougherty
Ms. Andrea Erfort

The McGrady Family
Mr.Robert Fragasso

Frick Art & Historical Center
Sr. Catherine Frost

Giant Eagle

Mrs. JoAnn Graeb

Sr. Marie Griffith

Mr. Fred Gustave

Mr. Bruce Hall

Mrs. Joelle Karlovich

Ladies of Charity

LaRoche College

Project Achievement

Mr. David Lavender

Ms. Catherine Leddy-Codner

Mr. Ronald & Mrs. Patricia
Liston

Little Sisters of the Poor

Sr.Maura Luffy

Dana Mack

Mrs. Donna Macsuga

Mr. Dana Mason

Mrs.Rosemary McCarthy

Sr.Kathleen McGrady

Mr. & Mrs. McKeazie

The McGrady Family

Susan Mears

Cheryl Monzo

Brieayelle Moore

Drew Moorefield

Ms. Carol Neifert

Latresa New Hope Church

North Hills Community
Outreach, Inc.

Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Palce

Lee Pasekoff

Ms. Kathrin Passarelli

Mr. Joseph Polk

Mrs. Claudia Porter

Providence Hei?hts
Alpha Schoo

Sr. Agnes Raible

Ms. Patricia Rampolla

Mrs. Mary Clare Reynolds

Mr. Jack Riley

Sr. Patricia Roche

Shannon Ross

Leah Ross

Saint Ferdinand’s
Women's Club

Saints John and Paul Parish

Mr. Scott Saxon

Mrs. Marilyn Schmotzer

Sr. Marilyn Seidel

Mrs. Maxine Senge

Ms. Marlene Shipman

Sr.Rose Michelle Sieber

Mr. Matt Smith

Sophia House

St. Ambrose Manor

St.Bonaventure Church

St. Mary Church

St. Paul Cathedral Parish

Stetson Convention Services

Ms. Amy Tamborrow

Mr. & Mrs. Michael Tarquinio

UFSC Local 23

Ms. Ginger Underwood

Mr. Charles Vargo

Ms. Barena Wallace

2008 Backyard Barbeque
Donors
Au Purr LLC
Big Burrito Restaurant Group
Bravo! Cucina Italiana
Carnegie Museums

of Pittsburgh
Carnegie Science Center
Mr. Dave Crawley
Ms. Vickie Dellaquila
Mr. James Delligatti
Eat n’ Park Hospitality Group
Sr. Maria Fest
Ms. Lisa Hrynda
LaRoche College
Mrs. Lisa Mosser
Mt. Lebanon Office
Equipment Company, Inc.
National Aviary
North Park Clubhouse
Outback Steakhouse #3951

Perry Park Lanes
Pittsburgh International
Children’s Theater
Pittsburgh Pirates
Pittsburgh Public Theater
Pittsburgh Renaissance
Festival
Ponzio International
Travel, Inc.
RiverQuest
Ms. Denise Schram
Senator John Heinz
Pittsburgh Regional
History Center
Mr. James Senge
SLB Radio Productions
Mr. & Mrs.Thomas Spann
The Andy Warhol Museum
The Priory Hotel
Sr. Charlotte Tolliver
Mr. Charles Vargo
Verve 360 Degrees
of Wellness
Sr.Mary Wagner
Wildwood Highlands
Sr.Carolyn Winschel
Mr. James Yanni
Sally Youngker

Volunteers

Sisters of Divine Providence
Sr.Elena Almendarez

Sr. Mercedes Berbach
Sr.Rita Bracht

Sr. Salvatore Leo

Sr.Mary Margaret Paliotte
Sr.Rose Elena Reyes Colon
Sr. Patricia Roche

Sr. Loretta Jean Schorr
Sr.Rose Michele Sieber

Sr. Carol Tenerovich

Sr. Mary Wagner

Sr.Mary Weatherly

Divine Providence
Associates
Georgia Boehm
Mary Gallek

Ginny Hoffman
Laurie Reich
Jo-Anne Welch

Pittsburgh Cares
Sharon Asturi
Katelynn Asturi
Inna Belfer
Erica Bertke
Kristin Brown
Christina Burke
Jenny Butler
Betti Dudenas
Peter Dudenas
Linda Gabosch
Ty Garside

Ruth Leehacharoenkul
Emily Lyons
Monica Madaus
Jennifer Rauktis
Bria Sallis
Heather Sallis
Skyler Sallis
Sam Sallis

Gene Sanders
Tricia Sanders
Grant Stuckman
Josie Sutkin
Terry Throm

LaRoche College
Margaret Blank
Ruth Blun

Gina Caracci

Providence Connections, Inc. « Providence Family Support Center « Amelia House. *



Meghan Carey
Jackline Chacha
Vynique Charlton
Chelsea Cover
Kylie Dolak
Asiimwe Edgar
Diana Forsythe
Lisa Hall

Ashley Hariston
Moriah Jamrum
Heather Kaufmann
Sushma Limbu
Jeremiah Luruti
Dominique Mason
Gopal Nepali
Therese Nuttall
Bhuwan Paudal
Dailia Scott
Shanel Smith
Tara Smith
Courntey Snyder
Chelesea Snyder

Duquesne University
Danielle Bendicksen
Molly Bugaile

Tim Callanan

Maria Criscella
Garret Faber
Michael Galbraith
Chelsie Hart

Kayla Iseman

Daniel Nichols
ljeoma Oparanozie
Jewele Proctor
Anastasia Sobecky
Kristen Stuchell
Ashley Waggoner

Calvin College - Grand
Rapids, Ml

Sarah Baker

Kristin Foltz

Vanessa Jelsma

Hilary Johnson

Roberta Krawczyk
Theresa Perry
Janet Scherer
Beth Schmidt
Steve Speidren
Jim Stinson

Catholic Heart Workcamp
Tamera Davis

Amanda Imberi

Tammy Marshall

Ryan Moran

Stacy Tonozzi

Individuals

Barb Bittner
Hyunhwa Choo
Nancy Conicella
Lisa Dietrich
Shirley Dobbins
Jim Dougherty
Shirley Dougherty
Diane Gardner

Administrative Staff

Sister Carolyn Winschel, CDP,
PhD
Executive Director

Patricia Donze
Director, Providence Family
Support Center

Mark Titi
Director of Finance

Kathleen Stefani
Director of Development

Ann Royster

Director of Human Resources
and Curriculum Development
Specialist

Sister Sandra DeNardis, CDP
Volunteer Services
Coordinator

Amy Brown
Day Care and Pre-School
Program Coordinator

Sister Donna Tracy, CDP
Volunteer Services
Coordinator

Syreeta Davis

After School and Summer
Camp Coordinator

Chris Buggey

Teen Program Coordinator
Tina Fedko
Administrative Assistant
Sister Susan Dale, CDP
Director, Amelia House

Ryan Kruis i
Carlow University Danielle McCarron E%rr?ri: r}_-‘liar:::lfiberger
Dr. Michael S. Capp Bennett Samuel Donna Macsuga
Heather Hulton Chan Young Eleanor Pearson
Britteny Johnson Strategic Energy Dana Rosen
Katie Jones Nicole Bittner William Smith
Steph Kelly Michael Booretile Yuri Won
Donna Knerr Scott Chodor .
Merrit Kramer Chris Cox If we have inadvertently
Jessica Lei Nick Falcone omitted your name or listed
Sarah McAteer Abe Franks you inappropriately, please
Mrs. Laura Schatzkamer Lindsey Graff accept our sincere apologies

Bjorn Hagdmann
Rick Kalikowski

and notify us at 412.766.3860.

Expanded Adult Education Initiative Produces Positive Results continued from page 1

In all, 67 adults and 84 children participated
in the life skills program between July and
December 2008 thanks to a generous
$65,000 grant, which enabled PFSC staff to
expand its course selection, make trans-
portation available for families who needed
it, offer dinner for the whole family,and provide
child care services for children while their
parents attend class. Children ages 5 and up
are engaged in fun learning activities while
the infants and toddlers are showered with
lots of love and attention. All the children have
time to enjoy playing with age appropriate
toys in the PFSC gymnasium.

The enhanced Life Skills for Today program
consists of a total of 10 courses, each six
weeks in length, which are designed to enrich
and expand participants’ knowledge and
basic life skills with the goal of increasing their
self-sufficiency and improving their quality of
life. Participants also earn valuable gift cards
for participation and perfect attendance.

All of the Life Skills for Today courses are
aimed at providing parents with practical
tools and skills. At the beginning of each
class, facilitators surveyed the needs of
participants and adapted their classes

accordingly. For example, the “Living Better
with Less” course focused on budgeting
and reducing costs in the home.
Participants were able to choose the areas
that were most important to them and the
facilitator provided practical ideas to help
participants make positive changes at home.
Grocery shopping was such a topic. Parents
were provided with valuable information
such as: stores expect six out of every 10 items
shoppers buy to be unplanned purchases,
and most customers go to the store three to
four times a week. This helped participants
value creating a specific grocery list that
they stick to when in the store and reducing
the number of times they shop.

The next set of Life Skills for Today courses
began in February with “Loving Each Other?
which focuses on building healthy relation-
ships, and a second “Driver’s Education”
course, which was added due to popular
demand. “The first Driver’s Education class
had 25 participants and a long waiting list
made up of individuals, both young and
old alike, who need a permit and help
understanding what the test entails,” says
Tish Donze, director of Providence Family

Support Center.“A few even struggled with
reading so this course was a blessing as it
helped us to identify an additional need.”

Programs that are meaningful and effective
take time to plan, recruit and implement.
When provided with the right supports like
transportation, dinner and child care,
parents do respond and grow.“The funding
Providence Family Support Center received
to enhance its parenting classes was truly
invaluable,” reports Sr. Carolyn Winschel,
executive director of Providence Connections.
“Without it, we wouldn't have had the
resources necessary to hire the skilled
facilitators, caregivers, van driver or cook
that we needed to pull everything together
and provide a well-rounded, popular and
valuable program. We have been truly
blessed to be able to offer practical
information which has resulted in more

positive parenting and happier family life.” i
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Our Ministries at a Glance

[

Providence Family
Support Center

After School Programs Enrich
Body, Mind and Spirit

January 2009 was truly a month of new
beginnings for Providence Family Support
Center’s After School Program, which
benefited from both cultural and academic
enhancements that take advantage of the
wealth of arts and cultural programs available
in and around the City of Pittsburgh.

Research shows that children who participate
in the arts are inspired creatively and have
greater self-confidence and self-esteem.
Studies also have proven that the arts stim-
ulate the learning experience by reinforcing
learning in other disciplines including math,
reading and writing, which ultimately helps
children succeed in other areas of life. With
the goal of enhancing school-age children’s
exposure to the arts, Providence Family
Support Center enhanced its After School
Program with new programs designed to
enrich the body, mind and spirit.

The new programs include Ballet, Gospel
Mime/Dance, Comic Book Development
and Mathlete Competitions. Highlights of
the programs include:

Ballet: In an interactive presentation
offered by the Pittsburgh Ballet, children
learned ballet FUNdamentals. The program
offered children the opportunity to experi-
ence a story told through dance and to use
ballet and pointe shoes to learn the five
basic ballet positions of the feet and arms.
In addition, Kimberly Adams, a Duquesne
University mentor with Strong Women/Strong
Girls offered to teach the girls ballet on an
ongoing basis. The girls are excited and
having a lot of fun as Kimberly shares her
dance knowledge through this new program.

Gospel Mime/Dance: Syreeta Davis, the
After School Program coordinator has
begun teaching Gospel Mime/Dance to the
school-age girls. Gospel Mime and Dance
provides the girls with another way to

express their creativity through music and
song. The girls’ goal is to share a performance
with the entire PFSC community at a future
Family Fun Night and, ultimately, to perform
at a local nursing home as a community
service project.

Comic Book Development: In this new
program, children are encouraged to create
their own comic book character and
complete a special story.

Mathlete Competitions: This component
of the After School Program focuses on the
development of basic math skills with a
focus on making math fun.

Throughout the winter months, the PFSC
school-age children also enjoyed special
field trips courtesy of Tickets for Kids to
Carnegie Science Center, the Solomon Steel
Pan Drum Facility and the National Aviary.

Amelia House

Located in Clarion County, Amelia House is a
ministry sponsored by the Sisters of Divine
Providence that provides long-term, safe
shelter and hospitality for women and their
children who are homeless and/or fleeing
domestic violence.

Climate Change
By Sister Susan Dale, CDP, Resident Director

In today’s world it is impossible to ignore
the climate changes around us. News
reports continue to indicate a rise in
earthquakes, volcanic eruptions, forest fires,
melting glaciers and, of course, who could
forget Hurricane Katrina?

Comparable to climate change is something
called “Societal Change’ which is affected
by its own “storms” | have dubbed the most
recent societal storm “Hurricane Recession”
“Hurricane Recession” has been marked by
closing businesses, high prices, job loss,
repossessed cars, foreclosed homes and
generally very trying times. As a result, the
“face of homelessness” has been altered. In
recent months, this “storm” has had a
significant effect on the population of
Amelia House, increasing the demand for
shelter and services due to homelessness.

The reasons for the increase in the numbers
of women and children facing homelessness
are many, yet they are all striving for the
same goal: to achieve freedom and inde-
pendence. To help them achieve these
goals, Amelia House offers a peaceful, just
and safe place for homeless women and
children to stay, along with individual
counseling and tutoring, plus classes that
teach parenting skills, budget management
and goal setting. Hopefully, these services
enable Amelia House residents to grow in
trust, self-esteem and self-knowledge as
they seek to find a job, locate affordable
housing and discover ways to meet their
transportation needs.

As the women and children of Amelia
House practice their new-found life skills,
they appear positive, hopeful and grateful
for the warm, safe and comfortable place to
stay while they“weather the storm” They even
have found ways to turn this latest storm
into an opportunity for some fun and relaxing
family moments, creating a snowman, snow
fort and snow angels in Amelia House’s yard.

It is my hope that we all can learn many
things from these women and children.
Humility, courage and rising to the challenge
are at the top of my list. It is through my
guests that | experience the wonder of
Providence enveloping me as | deal with the
little storms that erupt in my life. May all of
your storms result in a similar climate
change that produces a rainbow of hope
and promise in these uncertain times.

Providence Connections, Inc. « Providence Family Support Center « Amelia House. *



Welcome New Employees & Board Members

In recent months, Providence Connections welcomed three
new employees and one new Board Member:

Christian Buggey was hired as Providence
Family Support Center’s new teen coordinator
in November. He comes to PFSC with a
B.A. in Urban Parks Administration and
Recreation Management. Chris has worked
with youth for 12 years in various capacities
at Pressley Ridge School, as a community
recreation director for the City of Pittsburgh,
and as the athletic director of a private health
club in Carnegie. The staff and teens are
pleased that Chris has joined the PFSC team

Syreeta Davis also joined Providence
Family Support Center in November as the
new coordinator for the After School
Program. Syreeta, who was born and raised
on the North Side, is a graduate of Edinboro
University. She previously worked with
school-age children at both Clayton
Academy and Urban Impact. Her academic
and cultural background, combined with
her previous work with at-risk youth,
make Syreeta a true asset to the After
School Program.

Tina Fedko joined Providence Connections
in a part-time capacity as administrative

Despite Trying Times,
2008 Annual Appeal

An ongoing problem, and one that has
been exacerbated by the country’s recent
economic downturn, is that many of
Pittsburgh’s North Side families who would
like to enroll their children in Providence
Family Support Center’s child care programs
cannot afford the tuition fees we must
charge in order to maintain our array of
offerings for children and youth. Likewise, it
is becoming more and more difficult for
PFSC to continue conducting free family
programming as a means of strengthening
relationships between these same parents
and their children.

assistant to the executive director. Tina
comes to Providence Connections with a
wealth of non-profit experience having
acted as a freelance marketing consultant
to North Catholic High School since 2007
and serving as director of media relations
and marketing at La Roche College from 1994-
2001. Providence Connections is very glad to
welcome Tina to the corporate staff.

Sister Judith Rotunda, CDP, was elected
to Providence Connections’ Board of
Directors in January 2009. Sr.Judith has an
MA degree in Education and is certified as
an elementary school principal. Sr. Judith
has served on many boards and commit-
tees, particularly in the areas of finance and
budgeting. She was both a teacher and a
principal at a number of Catholic schools in
the Pittsburgh area from 1962-1998, and
has been serving as co-manager at
St. Ambrose Manor in Spring Hill since 1998.
Sr. Judith is a welcome addition to the
Board. Welcome New Employees & Board
Members i

Donors Answer

Providence Connections
hasn’t missed a
beat thanks to the
positive response

Our Wish List

As a non-profit agency, Providence
Connections, Inc. exists only because of
the generosity of others. In addition to
the income the agency receives from
private foundations, government programs
and individual donors, the staff relies
heavily on contributions of supplies,
equipment, toys and other materials to
provide education and support services
for women, children and families in need.
The following are just a few of the items
that Providence Connections staff and
participating families would appreciate
receiving this fall:

» Office and/or board room chairs
* Blender

* Gift cards for Giant Eagle, Walmart,
K-Mart, Target

* Paper products (toilet paper, tissues,
paper towels, wet wipes, plates and cups)

« Kitchen utensils
« Storage containers with lids
* Pot holders

 Dish & laundry detergent

However, despite these very tough economic
times, Providence Connections hasn't missed
a beat thanks to the positive response from
faithful local individuals, corporations and
organizations who have responded to the
2008 Annual Appeal. To date, Providence
Connections has received close to $14,000
in response to its latest appeal for tuition
and programming assistance. With these
generous donations, Providence Family
Support Center can continue to provide the
programs and services aimed at strengthening
families, enriching their lives, and giving
them hope for their futures. g
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March

4, 11 & 25 - Life Skills for Today Courses,
5:30 - 7:30 p.m.

17 — Family Activity Night, 6 - 7:30 p.m.

April

1,8, 15,22 & 29 - Life Skills for Today Courses,
5:30 - 7:30 p.m.

4 — Easter Celebration, 6 p.m.

6, 7, 8, & 9 — All Day Care, After School
Program, 7 am.— 6 p.m.

10 - Good Friday, PFSC Closed

13 - In-Service Day, PFSC Child Care
& After School Programs Closed

21 — Family Activity Night, 6 - 7:30 p.m.

3113 Brighton Road
Pittsburgh, PA 15212-2456
412.766.3860 m 412.766.6775 fax
www.providenceconnections.org

OUR MISSION
Providence  Connections, Inc.,
sponsored by the Sisters of Divine
Providence, is rooted in the
congregation’s heritage of service

and justice. As a lead agency,

we provide vision, support and

governance to our two ministries
that serve families in need.

May

6, 13, 20 & 27 - Life skills for Today Courses,
5:30-7:30 p.m.

12 — Family Activity Night, 6 - 7:30 p.m.
16 - 17 —Parent Council Retreat, Providence Villa

19 - Annual Family Support Conference (Open
to All Parents), Westin Convention Center Hotel,
9am.—4 p.m.

19 - Providence Connections Board of Directors
Meeting, 4:30 — 6:30 p.m.

25 — Memorial Day, PFSC Closed

June

3 & 10 - Life Skills for Today, 5:30-7:30 p.m.
12 - Last Day of After School Program

22 — August 17 — Summer Day Camp

26 — Backyard Barbeque Fundraiser, Heinz
History Center, 6:15 p.m.

30 - Family Activity Night, 6 - 7:30 p.m.

Unless otherwise noted, all of the events
listed are free and will take place at:

Providence Family Support Center
3113 Brighton Road,
Pittsburgh, PA 15212.

For more information or to register for
any of the above, please contact
Family Program Specialist

Cindi Hopson-Smith

at412.766.6730.
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Providence Connections, Inc.is a public charity under 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code. The official registration and financial information
may be obtained from the Pennsylvania Department of State by calling 1.800.732.0999. Registration does not imply endorsement. Contributions
are tax deductible to the extent permitted by law. We do not sell or trade our mailing list. Please write us at Providence Connections, Inc., 3113
Brighton Road, Pittsburgh, PA 15212 if you do not wish to receive future mailings from Providence Connections.



